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English has power, so parents want to
equip their children with this tool. (Kachru,
1992)

oln any part of the wor
means to know English, o
iInformatics professor in the US (Mydans,

2007)




English as a Mutually
Understandable Language

_ Politics (e.g., ASEAN, UN)

- Business (e.g., Yano, 2001)

~ Science and technology (Strevens, 1983)
~ Academia (Graddol, 2006)

- Educational exchanges (Watterson, 2008)

~ Tourism, 75 percent of which requires
communication between people from non
English speaking countries (Graddol, 2006,

30)
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What Should We Call It?

N as an International Language (EIL)
N as a global language
N as a world language

N as a medium of intercultural

communication
Ish as a Lingua Franca (ELF)

Eng
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English World Englishes (WE)

Ish Language Complex (ELC) (as cited In
Mesthrie & Bhatt, 2008)

Gl obi sh (o0oa tool not

2010)



Issues

Superiority - Inferiority
ldentity

Empowerment

What Is success?
Norms

Ownership

Prescriptive discussions
Political and linguistic agendas




Outer Circle

Inner
Circle

(Kachru, 1985)







Statistical Data

Changing age structures

Projected economic growth

Language use on the Internet

Number of L1 speakers of various languages
International students

% of populations claiming to speak English
Projections of English learners

(e.g., Graddol, 2006)




Descriptive

Watterson (2008, p. 379) noted the
proliferation of studies focused on

(1) mutual intelligibility (e.g., pronunciation,
vocabulary)

(2) lexical, grammatical, and phonetic
features

(3) pragmatic features of successful ELF
communication




Previous Studies

+ Europe (e.g., major ELF corpus projects such
as the Vienna - Oxford International Corpus of
English [VOICE]; English as a Lingua Franca in
Academic Settings [ELFA])

} Singapore

1 India







Explore Asian st udent s o
perspectives on languages for
iInternational communication,

and for communication in Asia

and East Asia.




Primary Goals

1. Discover student beliefs that may inhibit L2
communication and lead to cross - cultural

pragmatic failure.
2. Quantify differences between students in
various Asian countries.

3. Articulate pedagogical implications.




Procedure

Questionnaire
A Administered primarily during classes.
A Administered beginning of school year.

A Pragmatic items used a five - point Likert scale: strongly

agree, agree, neither agree nor
disagree, strongly disagree.

Interviews further explored student responses
A English teachers selected students (both countries).
A Conducted in English in Korea; in Japanese in Japan.







What foreign language(s) do you speak?

Japanese | Korean | Chinese

WETENESN  69.2% / 1.5% 0.8%
Korean 45.8% 19.5% / 17.1%

Thai 96.3% 3.2% 5% 6.9%

What foreign language(s) would you like to be able to speak?

Japaznese Korean Chigese German French
2 4 5

SELENEEEE  41.1% / 24.7% 32.0% 32.0% 16.2%
Korean 32.2% 35.3% / 28.5% 7.7% 23.8%
Thali 9.3% 46.8% 3.2% 55.6% 2.8% 19.4%



A Desire to learn not only English but other
foreign languages.

A Nearly half of the Korean students who were
interviewed mentioned future usefulness or
the economic strength  of the
country/language in the future.

A Nearly half of the Japanese students
mentioned a desire to use the language In
future travels or expressed an interest in
something associated with the
country/language (e.g., Korean TV dramas,
French movies).




Rank the three languages that are
the most useful internationally.

%
Japanese students

| English | Chinese | Japanese | French | Spanish | German
1.3 1.2 1 0.0 2

Most Useful 92.1

1.8 57.4 6.3 12.0 3.8 10.1

Third 3 16.0 16.5 20.0 8.7 20.2

Korean students

Ch NE:] Fr | Sp| Ge | Korean Indo -
nesian
m 7.0 4 4 2 4 4.4 1.3 5.5

47.8

72 243 94 72 44 26 4.8 5.9 3.1
24 164 154 7.2 86 5.9 5.0 6.1 2.6

13.4 101 6.1 44 33 20 2.6 1.5 1.1

.



Internationally, rate the 3
most useful languages (1st, 2nd, 3rd),

Japanese students

| English | Chinese | Japanese | French | Spanish | German

Most Useful 92.1% 1.3% 1.2% 1% 0.0% .2%
1.8% 57.4% 6.3% 12.0% 3.8% 10.1%
3% 16.0% 16.5% 20.0% 8.7% 20.2%

Thai students

| Engish [ orinese [yapanese Fronch | Spanin | _Thai _
96.8% 1.9% 1.9%
3.2%  80.6% 6.0% 6.0% 2.3% 5%
- 13.0%  352%  255%  13.4% 1.9%

All Thai students selected English.
95.5% of Thai students chose Chinese.




In East Asia, which foreign languages are the
most useful to be able to speak?

Multiple responses accepted.

 [engisn

62.1% 57.6% 26.1% 25.4%

49.8% 28.1% 20.4% 18.0%

Statistically significant differences between countries at p<.001.
1x2=20.5; 2x°=113.5; 3 x?=10.08,




In Southeast Asia, which foreign languages
are the most useful to be able to speak?

Multiple responses accepted.

| Engish | Chinese | Malay | Vietnamese | Indonesian

89.8% 34.7% 9.7% 6.5% 4.6%
70.2% 25.9% 17.6% 16.0% 15.9%
59.9% 12.1% 9.9% 5.7% 11.6%

Average
Thai Korean Japanese g
responses

Thal 2.9% 0.0% 5.1% 1.57

12.8% 3.9% 8.4% 1.75
2.9% 16.0% 0.0% 1.24




S: Now China is really growing quickly and |
think it will soon overpass Japan, and so for
example in business and other things it will
be necessary In the future.

I: In the future, do you think Chinese will
become a more widely used international
language than English?

S: No.

I: Why?

S: Chinese is a first language for one country,
China, but English is a first language in many
countries, for example New Zealand and
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A New Lingua Franca?

Students consistently mentioned English is
the current common language for
communication.

Students noted that English is studied in all
three countries. Some students asserted it Is
studied in every country in the world.

When asked, students rarely believed Chinese
would replace English as a mutual language
of communication.




Report “Why Learn English”




Start by Discovering Your
Students’ Opinions



Activity 1: Name NS and NNSs




Who will you use English with?

1 Pilot study n population of nursing  college students

at a Japanese prefectural college (N=75)
C Who do you think you will speak English with in the
future? (multiple responses acceptable)

B88.0% said Americans
B42.7% marked British

B37.3% felt they would speak with Australians
B34.7% noted people from Asia
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Lieske (2006)



Activity 2:




Activity 3







Activity 4







Activity 5




Topics

Why do people learn English?
What does a global language mean?

What other language would you like to be a native
speaker of? Why?

Whi ch variety oOoOshoul doé peopl e
What do you think oJanglishboo
it? Why or why not?

Why do you think English is or is not the global

language?

Who oownso Engl i sh?

Are there ocorrectd and O0i ncc
\What is a variety of English?




Report “Who Speaks English”




What does “a global
language” mean?

.






Legitim




East Asia




